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WARNING:

Viewer Discretion is Advised.
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Entanglement — ‘the unintentional capture or restraint of marine animals in materials of f
anthropogenic origin, typically rope, line or netting which become wrapped around the €< —2»
head, body and/or fins. This includes cases where animals are anchored by the entangling
gear or are towing this’.




Scottish Entanglement Cases, 1992 - 2025

Species -
> Baleen whale (indeterminate species) @
Basking shark
® Blue Shark ©
Cetacean (indeterminate species)
» Dolphin (indeterminate species) °
Fin whale
® Grey seal
» Harbour porpoise
» Harbour seal

Humpback whale
Killer whale
Leatherback turtle
Minke whale

' Northern bottlenose whale

Risso's dolphin

® Short-beaked common dolphin g«ﬁ‘

> Sowerby' s beaked whale &
Sperm whale i

» At least 19 species of cetacean, seal, shark and turtle
known to have been entangled

 Largest identified cause of non-natural mortality in
baleen whales

» Only recorded non-natural cause of mortality in basking
sharks and turtles
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The problem in Scotland? <>

* Incidence and severity appear to be increasing

* 112 recorded cetacean entanglements since 1992
 Half occurred in the last six years

» Majority are Baleen whales (84%)
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Aim - To bring together the combined expertise of Scottish fishermen and

partner organisations to provide a co-ordinated, comprehensive monitoring

and engagement programme to better understand the scale and impact of

marine animal entanglements in Scottish waters, and to develop practical
industry-led solutions to reduce this risk.
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Fisher interviews, Scotland-wide 2018-2019 < >
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Estimates of humpback and minke whale
entanglements in the Scottish static pot (creel) fishery
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You will be asked for detals including: disentangle a live animal yourself without first
seeking advice. However if you choose to do
0 please consider the following key points:
* Your safety and that of your crew and
boat is paramount. Help is available.

Date and time found.
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PLEASE CALL THE
SCOTTISH ENTANGLEMENT ALLIANCE (SEA)
PARTNERS ON:

LB turtle 01463 243030

OR CONTACT HM COASTGUARD ON:
VHF CH. 16

Considerably more whale | T e et - A
entanglements occur in the Scottish

Weighs up to 45 tonnes

Pilot whale m

7-8.5m (23-28ft) 4 Up to 2m (6.5ft)
Weighs up to 10 tonnes Weighs up to 0.6 tonnes

creel fishery than previously thought
based on strandings alone, with

estimates of 6 humpback whales and 30 Porbeagle shark o et e i

minke whales becoming entangled each REECERT ol

- knife; grapple; spare buoys, rope and weights; binoculars; camera; mask.

Unidentified dolphin

PARTNERS ON: 01463 243030 OR CONTACT HM COASTGUARD ON: VHF CH. 16
gsitively, positively an ially.

Fin whale

1 thes
Sei whale

Minke whale

White-sided dolphin

1. INTRODUCTION

www.scottishentanglement.org




Disentanglement training, Ullapool 2019 Cé_?)

20 fishermen attended, four have since
successfully disentangled whales.



Negatively buoyant rope trials, 2022 - < =

A transition to negatively buoyant rope
could reduce entanglement risk by 83%
for minkes, 76% for basking sharks, and
50% for humpbacks.

Evidence-based, industry-led.
Low cost, low tech.

Directly reduces risk without requiring
major changes to fishing practices.

120 vessels currently trialling negatively
buoyant rope.




Negatively buoyant

Recommendations for the
implementation of negatively buoyant
groundline in Scottish creel fisheries

Scottish Entanglement Alliance, 2026

www.scottishentanglement.org
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Sinking rope: a win-
win for cetaceans
and flshermen?
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entanglement of
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Knowledge exchanges
Promoting fisher-led approaches to entanglement mitigation

Mexico and California: Australia:

, zsth llcnnlal Confcnn:o &
Biology of Marine Mammals
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JOIN US FOR A FULL-DAY WORKSHOP AT SMM2024, OPEN TO ALL.
WE ENCOURAGE PARTICIPATION FROM ALL REGIONS OF THE
u,

THE VOICE OF THE INDUSTRY SINCE 1913

Av0|d|ng entanglement
a fisherman’




Disentanglement training, Kyleakin 2026 <= =
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30 Fishermen, aquaculture staff, RNLI crew,
researchers and volunteer rescuers attended




In conclusion....

“Conservation, ultimately, is a social process rooted in peoples’ choices. It
has consequences not only for species and ecosystems, but also for people
and their livelihoods. We need to understand those consequences if we’re
going to find solutions that are effective, lasting, and equitable”

Mary Kate McCoy
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