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Entanglement – ‘the unintentional capture or restraint of marine animals in materials of 
anthropogenic origin, typically rope, line or netting which become wrapped around the 

head, body and/or fins. This includes cases where animals are anchored by the entangling 
gear or are towing this’ .



Image credit: Anthony Rigell

• At least 19 species of cetacean, seal, shark and turtle 
known to have been entangled

• Largest identified cause of non-natural mortality in 
baleen whales

• Only recorded non-natural cause of mortality in basking 
sharks and turtles

The problem in Scotland? 
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The problem in Scotland? 
• Incidence and severity appear to be increasing
• 112 recorded cetacean entanglements since 1992
• Half occurred in the last six years
• Majority are Baleen whales (84%)
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Aim - To bring together the combined expertise of Scottish fishermen and 
partner organisations to provide a co-ordinated, comprehensive monitoring 
and engagement programme to better understand the scale and impact of 
marine animal entanglements in Scottish waters, and to develop practical 

industry-led solutions to reduce this risk. 



www.scottishentanglement.org

“Considerably more whale 
entanglements occur in the Scottish 
creel fishery than previously thought 

based on strandings alone, with 
estimates of 6 humpback whales and 30 
minke whales becoming entangled each 

year”. 

Species Alive Dead Total
Minke whale 8 43 51

Basking shark 10 39 49

Humpback whale 8 3 11

LB turtle 6 4 10

Harbour porpoise 0 6 6

Pilot whale 3 1 4

Unidentified dolphin 3 1 4

Porbeagle shark 0 3 3

Risso's dolphin 2 1 3
Orca 2 0 2

Fin whale 0 1 1
Sei whale 1 0 1

White-sided dolphin 0 1 1

146

Fisher interviews, Scotland-wide 2018-2019



Disentanglement training, Ullapool 2019

20 fishermen attended, four have since 
successfully disentangled whales.



Negatively buoyant rope trials, 2022 - 

• A transition to negatively buoyant rope 
could reduce entanglement risk by 83% 
for minkes, 76% for basking sharks, and 
50% for humpbacks. 

• Evidence-based, industry-led. 

• Low cost, low tech.

• Directly reduces risk without requiring 
major changes to fishing practices. 

• 120 vessels currently trialling negatively 
buoyant rope.



Negatively buoyant rope trials, 2022 - 

www.scottishentanglement.org



Promoting fisher-led approaches to entanglement mitigation 

Knowledge exchanges

Mexico and California: Australia:



Disentanglement training, Kyleakin 2026

30 Fishermen, aquaculture staff, RNLI crew, 
researchers and volunteer rescuers attended



“Conservation, ultimately, is a social process rooted in peoples’ choices. It 
has consequences not only for species and ecosystems, but also for people 
and their livelihoods. We need to understand those consequences if we’re 

going to find solutions that are effective, lasting, and equitable”

Mary Kate McCoy

In conclusion….
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